
James Hapke and Josh CaveARE WE HAVING FUN YET?



11
pm in4

Opening Reception:

Metcalf Gallery

November





James Hapke was born in Orange County, California, and received his BA in English 
Literature from Westmont College in Santa Barbara, CA. He is currently seeking an MFA 
in Printmedia at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. His recent and ongoing 
project, Itinerant Ventriloquist, was awarded the "Roads" Scholarship for Research and 
Travel by SAIC and over the summer he made a solo road trip through the Midwest and 
New England visiting vernacular art environments.

To my glee and o�en detriment, I am an antagonist. Josh can attest to that. The work that 
I am making is at it's core, what I hope to be playfully/joyfully/kindly/angrily 
antagonistic. In both making and experiencing work, I need a satisfying dose of 
specificity and cra�~form that is cared for, worked, inventive, and generous. I tend to 
make things that imply function, but would function poorly, if at all, when used 
practically. Funny and frustrating. I have begun to think about performance as a way to 
embody, to make real, (transubstantiate?) fantasy. These impulses stem from my own 
battle against what I assume to be an ingrained idea feeling that "art experience" is 
separate from "real" experience~that reading a poem or a vacuum instruction manual, 
or looking at a Kerry James Marchall, or seeing Waiting for Godot or an Orthodox 
Liturgy is outside of the life of brushing one's teeth or smelling BO on the train. The 
notion of the self, or simultaneity of selves may be a helpful avenue towards empathy. 
(impulse to write two different BIOs!). I've found~in having to write  many statements in 
this field, that defining what one IS feels hopelessly reductive and promises to be forever 
annoying, and actually impractical, and an element of my practice is mining that tension 

for nuggets of pleasure and potential.



Truth is o�en portrayed as a set of rules or ideas to be intellectually understood, the 
human spirit being comforted by what the mind can explain. In contrast, or perhaps in 
rejection, my paintings pursue the visceral. I am interested more in the work being 
inhabited by something greater than my hand, my ideas, my effort, believing that truth is 
not a doctrine but an experience, conveyed through elusive qualities such as sincerity 
and conviction. Employing common elements set within vague (possibly “surreal”) 
atmospheres such as skies and floors layered on and within each other, each work is an 

intuitive search for a point of rest where the inanimate becomes animated. 

Joshua Cave is a painter and sculptor originally from Worcester, MA, who now lives and 
works in Brooklyn, NY. Josh received his BFA from Westmont College in 2008.


